OFFICIALS COORDINATING FEDERATION
WINTER MEETING
MARCH 24, 2010
Meeting called to order by Chairman D'Angelo at 7pm.
A motion to accept the minutes from the previous meeting was made by Mr. Clemens. Seconded by Mr. Miller.
Ms. Simmons addressed the following agenda items:
Grievance Committee: Steve Young (Greeley AD) replaces Mike Gansell (retired Harrison AD) as a school rep.
Officials roster: Classifications are 1A, 1, 2A, 2, 3A, & 3. Each officials classification must be identified prior to the assigning process for each season and is then set for the season.
Fingerprinting: Grandfathered officials that do not ofggficaite a Section One contest during a school year must be fingerprinted when they return.  Officials who are also employees of the State Education Department (SED) may fill out an affidavit. All officials must be fingerprinted at SWBOCES Administrative Offices in Rye Brook.
Mr. Rodriguez would like to discuss having current or retired law enforcement personnel exempt from being fingerprinted again.
Ms. Simmons responded that there will be no exceptions.
Mr. White questioned why Rye Brook is the only location to be fingerprinted.  Many of his new members are in northern Dutchess County and cannot get to Rye Brook during weekday business hours.
After much discussion Ms Simmons agreed to allow other agencies (State Police, local Police Dept) to do fingerprinting and allow the officials to complete an affidavit.
Mr. Cohen would like to maintain the ability to change officials classification during the season.  
After much discussion Ms Simmons agreed to allow associations to change member's classifications during the season, but will not change any assignments that that official is already confirmed on.
Some officials claimed that they were assigned to schools that they indicated they would not go to, and were missing assignment opportunities at other schools because of outdated information on file.
Ms. LePore explained one possible scenario by giving the example of an official who indicated that he did not want to be assigned to a certain school because his daughter, although not on any athletic teams, attended the school.  Once his daughter graduates, and if he is comfortable being assigned to that school again, he must have his sport desk remove it from him sportspak profile. If he doesn't, that bad school stays in there forever!  Ms Lepore  asked association reps to encourage their members to check their profile annually, and if a multiple sport official, seasonally.
Mr. Sarcone asked if the schools are also encouraged to update their information seasonally?
Ms LePore responded that they do and actually operate under a different model: A school may enter non-preferred officials for a specific season. At the conclusion of each season all school submitted non-preferred officials are deleted. Schools must resubmit the names every season, even if they are the same names as the previous season.
Mr. Wettje asked if there was, and if not should there be, a sectional policy prohibiting officials from working at schools where they: graduated, work or worked, have children attending or had children attending?
After much discussion Ms Simmons indicated that she would bring the issue up to the Athletic Council and the Championship Committee.
Mr. Diruocco claimed that many scrimmage payments are still falling through the cracks. Schools are submitting the information to BOCES. It is not getting entered into the computers and is not appearing on officials pay-sheets. A pay-sheet correction doc must then be filled out and some pre-season contest data must  get substantiated after the season is over. When contacted in advance the schools claim that they've submitted the necessary paperwork,
the sport desks claim that if it doesn't appear in your screen they haven't received it.  This is an on going cycle that we just keep talking about.
Ms Simmons responded that any scrimmages submitted to her office get entered into the computer in a reasonable amount of time. If you do not see your scrimmages worked listed in your assignments screen please e-mail your sport desk.
Mr Cohen asked what the scrimmage policy/procedure/payment formula was for extra periods worked, number of officials worked, certification of officials.
Ms Simmons responded that the format is whatever the school submits. All scrimmage officials must be certified.
Mr. Diruocco asked why it is permissible to use non-certified officials for modified contests but not permissible in scrimmages.
Ms. Simmons responded that the reason is insurance.
Mr. Reduto would like the assignors to consider doubling up officials more routinely in ice hockey.
Ms LePore responded that officials in any sport only get doubled up  when they are no available officials remaining. If there are officials available, an official with an existing assignment will not receive a second one.
Mr DiRuocco asked if it was now mandatory to have an AED on site for all athletic contests.
Ms Simmons responded that it was. The home school must provide or there will be no contest.
After brief discussion Ms Simmons assured association reps that it is not the game officials responsibility to get involved in that aspect of game administration.
Mr D'Angelo announced that the Spring OCF Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday June 16 at 7pm.
Mr Wettje made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Seconded by Mr Mazzuca
